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GBRHRAL ASSEMBLY Of NOUTU CAROLINA. shall conduct the war successfully aad to that issue , nod
we hereby invoke tho people, in tho .name of the holiest
of all causes, to spare, neither bieod nor treasuro la its
malntainance and support.

Ktsolved, thirdly. That wo tender oar thanks to our sol-
diers ia the field for their nobis efforts in behalf of the
country, its rights, and its liberties, and take this occasion
to assure them that no effort of curs Bhall be spared to as-
sist them in maintaining the great cause to which we here-
by devote ourselves and car oil.

FROM SOUTH CAROLINA.
. Chablistok, Feb. 9th, 1865.

A dispatoh fro'm Orangeburg to-da- says that the enemy
are In front of the Edisto line, neat New Biidge to Duncaa
Bridge. The main force hi Baid to be near the raikoad.--Bklrmlah- ing

Is gtiag on to-da- y at Bennaker's bridge. Our
troops are guarding the railroad bridge.

The enemy show bo disposition to force a crossing.
A dispatch from General Wheeler dated, S P. M., the

8th Inst., says that a large solemn of the enemy'a infantry
struck the railroad at Graham's, and that another oolumo
was moviog'to strike between Graham's and Blackville.
Kllpatriok is at Blackville, with three brigades.

1 square, of 10 linen or 1ohs, for caoh and evciy laser
tion, $5.

Special Notices will be ch.irgd $ 7 super square or each
and every insertion.

All Obituaries and private publications of every chsrae- -
are charged as ndvrtisemontB.

lv advertisement, reflecting upon private e' .factor
can, trader y ciKCCMSTAycs??, bo admitted.

ti" MALPKAKCK If? GKIi-ICK-
.

It is the duty of when n instance of mal
versation m Mice comes ur thdr ob9ervation, to
make report of tLe offence to iu.8Uperior authorities.It ia a duty which they owe to thenive- - an(j j0
country, and which they may cot omit Without inetly
incurring censure. Tho public inteii'sla ar Evolved- -

nay, in a time like this, the publio nafely i3 at BJce, --

and a patriot has no proper election a3 to the courec'u
will pursue.

This duty of the citizen involves a correpponding
duty on the part ot the officer to whom cfToECejj are to
be reported. If the one mu3t inform, the other mast
listen. If one must indicate the existence of malprac-
tice, the other must promptly investigate and punish.

IS or is the duty, cf either the citircn or the supervi-
sing authority, by any means, coufiued to such casta of
offence as are capable of being presented in tho form of
an exact accusation, supported by full and technical
proof. To lay down such a rule would bo to grant im-
punity to the greut majority of criminald. The pur-
pose of an information is to institute and direct inqui-
ry ; and ita just responsibilities are fully met, if it show
prooaoL cause. The magistrate commits for trial on a
reasonable suspicion. The grand jury orders a man to
stand, even for his life, on et parte toatimooy. It ia
only py an authoritative investigation, that the cv i.'ecco
which unfolds the truth, can usually bit diacovere.l ; ond
this investigation it is the provinoe or Government-- to
undertake and to conduct on ita own reaponfiibility.
If no trial were ever ordered until absolute proof ot
guilt were first produced, and by .some volunteer prose-
cutor, the courts might aimoyt us wc.i be ubcdiBiicd, im.l
public justice dec ared at aa end.

These principles seem obviously jaat ; but they are
not understood to be so ooriced?d in practice, in soma
of the departments of Govccumeiit. Sonic of tbG off-
icers whe are charged with the oversight of subordi-
nates, do cot take hints or ordinary information from
citizens, as guides to their own observations and in-

vestigations. They require a responsible allegation
and formal proof a3 the foandatiou of on inquiry.
They have been led to adopt this reserve probably iu
consequence of the gi eat number of complaints dae to
ignorance or querulpusncss, or originating in persona!
feeling. These they may airays expect ; but these
are cot sufficient to jadtiiy them in repulsing the ap-
proaches of ell eitizena indiscriminately. They
should, on the contrary, keep aa open door for honest
and well meaning men, and receive with manifes-
tations of thankfulness the commuaicaiioas
which they may mako for tho good of the

Sublic service. An investigation which "the
may conduct without inconvenience, is of-

ten matter of personal feud, perhaps deadly quarrel, H
avowedly based on a private accusation. Individuals
will shrink from occupying such a position, if no. Item
timidity, at least from that prefereLco for quiet which
most men feel. Espeagr will ILey do thia. when they
are not personally possessed of proof adciriato to tbu
full establishment of their opinions. Officers who place
obstacles in the way of receiving in format ion as to the
malversation of their subordinates, will tin J indeed that
they escape the annoyance ol frivotoua complaints, but
they will succeed also in giving license to tha unworthy
to do pretty much aa tho list.

Such impunity most operate very diVadvautncousIy.
in a community circumstanced i.j ours. An jnQaiU)
number of public agents arc Ecattcrcd over the country
many of them entrusted with the meet delicate duties,
where the observation of superiors ia impossible, and
where in conscq'ieiica of Ibo difficulty of detecting ir-

regularities, there c:m be but littio reeponsibiliiy. In
such' cases, the public eye and ear, must tw tho princi-na- l

witnesses and detec ave?. The observations cf the
citizens ought to be can fully invited, and their state-
ments respectfully listened to and duly weighed. They
must not be told to be silent unless tlrey aball choose to
Volunteer as positive accuser and fornal propecutor, and
thus give to a public matter the aspect and character cf

private altercation. An officer haa no riht to thrust
such an alternative upon a citizen ; and in eiTct i? a'
we have said, to secure liceuec and impunity to c. len
ders, even to-suc- h a9 excite the most open di?jg ast.

liicn niu)tt ,S- - utu:(i.

LATE NOUTHKK- - UKUS.
From late liiesof Northern papers w,; fa!:; tho fo-

llowing extracts:
QlfK. WniTINH AMONG TrtE YAXT.T.IH.

A Yankee correspondent writing from Fort Fish-
er, has the following :

General Whiting and Cel. Lamb, the ol'.iccrs in com
mand of Fisher, were evidently aelccted for their tenaci-
ty and courage. Thpy ere both wounded, the Uener&l
only seriously wounded, and Lamb alao severe ly ia hip,
with a paralysis of the lower extremities, ile is repre-
sented by Lis men as something of a lion. Daring the.
preparatory cannonading, hi3 men say that he mounted
one of the traverser and waved hi ewonf in defiance at
our men of war. At the same instant a u iel! ntrack
the Other officer, and took" Of his head. Lamb BtOOped,

and taking oil tae fallen odcer s sword, and wavm- -

both high in the air, cried out, "Come on, you Vankea
sons of b s !" This exhibition of adolescent ruo is
told to ehow the courage of the colonel.

In conversation with one of the medical ofliccrrr,
General Whitirg remarked that if he had had the" con-

trol we should not aave been permitted to throw up
acroew the peninsula. When bo saw wo

were allowed to intrench he regarded the cuptuni of the
fort only a question of, time. " I don't see whnt they
were about," he said, referring to the trps of Gn.
Bmgg. llad my guns not bwn dismounffifl, you would
not have taken the works. " But we came here to tako
it," said the doctor, " and should have done so any
way, sooner or later. In seven hours we bad u line of
intrenchments across which would have enabled ua to
defy tho whole of Gen. Lce'a army."

Gen. Whiting, it is said, mounted ths worka'v.hcn
he-sa- the first flag unfurled on the second truver.Kj ot

the fort, and rallying his men, attcnpfed to snatch
away the guidon from the hanJ of the Union soldier.

At that in3tant he rewind hn wound, wfiich dLiabiud

him for the rem.i'nd'-- r of tLe fi.;ht:
The prisoners vJJ, art about i.'OO ; sck aud dead,

making about 2,'JOO all to'd.

Aid ako Cofor.. TLe mere love of bickering
whioh has caused some papers to drift into u regular
channel cf abuse of our Confederate aathoiitic": in nov
bringing forth its legitimate frnit iu Ifcra shape of eom-for- t

to the enemy. IIow could they bat be gratifjfd at
the record some journals are pleamd to make cl ifUirg
as they exist here in the Confederacy. If papers per-

sist in their abuse ol President Davis' Adrninistrnticu
and eo"ntinue;to assert that the country ia girding along
the "Bloping descent to perdition,"'; may expect
nothing more than to see a growth of confidence in the
North, and a rapid revival of the war bpiiit.

These vapory effusions of inconaderatoscribblera are
being hailed at the North aa evidences of disruption
among us, and already they are believing that our
cause ia weakening, and that a little increase of energy --

on their part will throw the ecale inevitably in their
favor. Augusta Register.

Gkn. Beji cnKOABD'tf Ofixiou. General Beaurc-- .
gard, in private conversation, Bays ono of the inin
causes ot the defeat of our army at asnvuiu was tni
want of bayonets. The bayonet ia something on which
a soldier oaa rely with confidence, and which in turn
infuses confidence in the soldier.

The General also stated (says the " Constitutional-

ist ") " that it waa impossible to have an efficient army
one with which anything could be 'dono unless the

troops are well clothed, well shod ajid well fed."
Maay years of service brilliant and fraught with

honors have taught this distinguished officer what are'
the eausea which give morale to aa army.

A table of distances of interest juat now :

From Branohville to Charleston, sixty-mil- ?. .
From Branchville to KingBvilie, forty-fiv- e miles.
From Branch villi to Florence, one hundred and eight

miles.
From Bra-chvi-

lle to Columbia, sixty eight mil.
From Branohville to Augusta, savotity-ilr- o mi!eB.

From Branchville to Wi :mlngton, two hundred and nlx
teen miles.

From Branchville to Charlotte, one hundred and seven- -

ty-fo- ur miles.
From Charleston to Florence, ono hntdrci and two

mileB.
From Wilmiflgton to Florence, ona nandrod and seven- -

miles,

Cot fkb Caxss. Take some rice tha ha been boiled
BOft, twice a9 much flour as rice, a liMlo fine Indian meal,
and a little yeast. Mix it wiih watsr. aud let it rlao over
light; thia will icjb- -e a ae biscuit for briakfast.

WILMINGTON, N. C, FEB. 11, 1865.

Now that the conference between oar commissioners

6u the President and Sesretary of State of the TJaited

States is over and has resalted in cffectiig nothing'di-nct-lj

towards peace, it may not be oat of place to see

whether it may not hare effected something indirj&ctry.

II is perfectly evident that from the firtt announce-

ment that a conference was to take place until the con-i-ivc- c

had taken place, no other aubjeet occupied any
thing like. the-- same prominent place Ti the pablio mind
of the Uoitid. States, aa well as of the Confederacy.
i'tople reasoned with themselvwr that the chances were

largely eppoeed to ay probability of peaoe from this
movement, bat all that would not and oould not pre-

vent their minds from dwelling upon that one engross-

ing topic. If we are anxious for peaoe, so are the

Northern people. IT we are disappointed by the fail-a- re

of this attempt at negotiation, bo, to doubt, are

they. We will venture to say that the matter was
discussed, canvassed, wished for in every cjrele in Phil-a- d

Iphia, Boston or New Tork, jaat about aa earnestly

iind aa anxiously aa it waa in Confederate eirclea in

Richruoi d, Wilmington, Charleston or Mobile.

The minil'' of the people of both eouutriea Lave been

turned towards peace, and they will no return to war

wltb lees alacrity and lesa relish. Conscription or the
,lrafr will be loss popular than ever, and will be endur-u.- i

with less patience", arid we have no doubt but thiB

decay of putimnce will be felt even mere strongly at the
North than at the South, although for a time it will be

felt in both eouutriea.
Thfre wi i be fresh demonstrations by party leaders

at ti e North, iu the hope and with the view of getting
up another war furor, and Borne of those Democrats or

('opperLeada who have so fur, for their own party pur-- p

;e, ttLcted great devotion to States Rights aud

t'oDdiitational guarantees, will now suddenly experience
chunge, and find themselves couverUd to the war

ui:.i cubjagation policy; but that will not reaiova from

the public rniud that anxious longing for peace to which

the late movements hava given flee.

We fear very much that the enemy has succeeded iu

..inking the lino of the South Carolina Railroad at
KiniK-hviil- e or at some point west ef Branohville.

1 ho importance of this event can hardly be over-- t

fUnmttd, especially now that the porfof Wilmington
is uhvstiJ by the capture of Fort Ftehtr, aud no more

supplWB for Central Lee's army can be" brought in

throughthe blockade. r

The great importance of the South Carolina Rail-

road wtet of Hranehville aria39 from the fact that it is

vlti only road connecting Virginia and the Carotinae
with (ieorgia, Alabama, Florida and Mississippi. We
do not e Low any eapplies can be brought from the
.Sonthwt'iit for Lee'B army, and we don't know whether
V irginia and North Carolina can feed that army and

support their owu population. This is a most import-

ant question involving neither more nor less than our
coatiiiUed ability to hold Kiohmond and Petersburg,
for wo appose it is no news to any one to be informed

that Hpecultitiona have been indulged in a3 to the poi-sibll- ity

of UeEeral Loc, in a certain contingency falling

uck upon Tennessee. That contingency has not yet
:riH-r- oor Is itd occurrence regarded a3 very probable
- wrt iin'y cot inimicent, but by no means impossible.

I uk qaeation of the employment of colored troops
la armies ii fast looming up into importance, and
promise eooa to engroea the attention of the whole

country.
it 13 a very delicate question, and requires to be ban-i.- l

captiously and thoughtfully. Few of us can takfe

in all Its ultimate consequences at one glanca. We
ran all see that it involves a sacrifice, but considered aa
.1 mere question of property, not a greater sacrifice
tbsa we are willing to make for independence. But it
is not a mere question of property. It i? a social ques-

tion. It implies a eeeial revolution, the consequences
of which we can but dimly foreeee. And even then, if
willing to take the risk f this revolution we must
pause jto ask ourselvea the question aa to whether
the eaerifiea we are called upon to make will
tend to further the objtct we have iu view the
attaiament oi our independence. Can we van-tar- e

on the measure with safety. Ilave we any
that our cew allies would respond to the

tail mr.de upon them '( Would they fight for us ?

Weald they be faithful to the Confederate banner with
scanty rations and tattered shoes, while the enemy of-

fered them full btlliss and whole elothcs ? What in-

ducements could we hold out to insure the fidelity of
i.ogro Boldiers If At any rate what nste inducement ?

I.t ui rtfkct upon all these things. Let us analyze

then faiily and fully, locking them straight iathe face
aud not deceiving ourselves in any way. We must do

?o. The isu2 is upon us, and xeill nof b3 dodged.
Upon its propfr solution the most momentous cocse-'jiHc- oea

may defend.

Wb rather think that neither Francis P. Blair, ' nor
any other man," no matter how white his bair or. pa-

triarchal his. appearance will be able again to fool our
people at Richmond by plaueible talk about ?eaoe,
without authority or the shadow of authority or even

warrant in any request made by Lincoln, if the latter is
to e believed. Surely we may quote the old Litin
proverb, Monies parluriunt, et nascitur ridtculus mtw
The mountains w?re in labor and brought forth a con-

temptible mouse. By the wiy, the last two words
hardly netd translating. They do very well as they art,
for finre enough this mountain b&3 brought forth a

muss.

tfUk ox tbe'whftle we must think it better that the qoee-tio-n

of peace negotiations was disposed of so promptly,
ik-tte-r that there should be no delay or doubt about it
than that Me&Bt. Stephens, Hunter and Cam pbill
should huve been carmd to Washington and amased
there, while the people wert Vept in suspense, and their
attention distracted from the inevitable necessity of the
hour. It apptars to us that Seward as unusually
frank, cr unusually incautious in putting speedy an
end to the farce, as well as in his admission of .the prob-
ability of foreign complications likely to arise after the
" rebellion " is - crushed out." There is either a great

le-a-l of confidence or a great deal of bravado in the
whole efltir, ard which it is we are. unable to say.
toward ia astute, but not always as diplomatic or aa
cautious as he might be.

V' find nqthing in the Charleston or Columbia, pa-I-r9

calculated to throw any additional light upon
Sherman's movements. We have no Augusta papers

tieh would seem to add confirmation .to the report of
Ue tnemy having struck the South Carolina Railroad
bttweca Branchville and Augnsta'.

We fiad the following startling item from the ee-a-

ooa or our cwn State in yesterday's Qoldaboro' Jour
nal

From onr Kinston Correspondence.
ltTC 8Xaitor Siaie Jourr.nl :

rivo? ?ewB w ta D8- A gentleiaaa who'ar- -
4 ere AtJj'Rht 'eporta that the eoeayhave landed

00iroopa M,orLtad City, with lite locomotives and

TELEGRAPHIC
Hirts of tb Prcaa Ascl.tUon.

Entered according to the lot of Congress is tha voir 1863,
- 1 y J. B. THxasaut. in tbe-Clork- -'a Office eft he District

Court of the Confederate States fcr the Vac-thor- IMstric
of .Georgia.

SECRETARY BKDDON'S RESIGNATION.
Sichmokd, Feb. 8thJ 1S6J.

Tha cerrepondeee- - between the President and Mr.
Seddon ia published if the Sentinel thia morning, Bhowlng
that the latter resigned his position as Secretary of War
iu consequence of a resolution adopted by the Yirginla
delegation in Congress advising legislation in the Cabinet,
by relieving all the present heads. Mr. Beddon says that
after such an expression of opinion he could no longer fill
the position with a full measure of usefulness to the Presi-
dent ot thi Confederacy.

The President, in reply, expressed his warm personal
regard and official confidence in Mr. Seddoo, and discasses
at considerable length the relations between the executive
and legislative departments of the 'government. He rep-
resents the proposition as one of tho rights and privileges
of the Confederate Congress, la eoatrast vith the British
Parliaaatnt.

Mr. Seddon, in reply, expresses his concurrence la the
views presented by the President, bet adheres to his
purpose to resign.

FBOM TnK UNITE!) 8TATE9, NORTHERN BKPORTS
OF THE PEACE COMMISSION.

Richmond, Fc. 8ih, 1S65.
New York papers of the 6th inst. contain voluminous

telegrams from Washington relative to' the result of the
conference at Fortress Monroe.

A special dispatch to the Times says that Lincoln inform-
ed the CommiBSiose's at every point that recognition waB
utterly out of tha qicstion, and that the United States
conld stop the war only on the aondition and precedent
that the authority of the national government ahonld be
rccogniaed and obeyed over the whole territory of the
United State b. This point conceded, ho assured them that
upon every other matter of difl'eret ce thsy would be treat-
ed with the utmost liberality.

Another telegram sayB.that Mr. Stephens was the MCBt
liberal of the robel deputation. Hi8 theory was that if we
would but treat with them as an independent nation that
such an agreement could be had as wouid praotically
unito the North and Bouth.

A special dispatch to thoTribuoo says that Stephens sur-
passed all his old f xhibitioue of. shrewdness, force and
tact, in pattiDg the demands of the Confederacy. In the
midst of them, at the conclusion of one of his points, Lin-
coln swung forwaid and interrupted him, saying, that te-mia-

me of the story of a man in Illinois. The coma is.
siooerB instantly jumped up iu a roar of merriment. After
the story was through, Stephens reeumed and puraued to
the end his statement of the teims on which he thought
the rebels woulc. be willing to atop the war. He proposed
and urged hia crafty scheme of temporary recognition, but
on recognition absolutely and temporal ily the three com-
missioners stoi d like rocks.

The result of the conference is a ution of all parties in a
vigorous prosecution of Jhe war. Fernando Wood took
the war path on Saturday, Mr. Cox, and other damocrats,'take it

Gold opened in New Yoik on Monday at 214.
tester has been superceded by Gilmoro in the command

of the Department of the South. J

The West Yirginla Legislature has patsed a bill abolish-
ing slavery.

CCNFEDKItATE COSGUEPS;
Richmond, Feb. 8th, 1866.

In the llocsOf the Sonate resolution of thanks to Captain
Seiaajes was unanimously concurred in. Tho bill for the
employment of free negroes and slaves wes referred to a
ccauitteo of cohfettnee. The tax bill, with the eubatl- -

tutes thereto, heretofore considered in secret session, was
further discussed in committee cf the whole until tha hour
of adjournment.

Nothing important was done ia the Senate. .

FiiOM RICHMOND.
Richmond, Feb.-- 8th, 1865.

An offlaiai dispatch from Gen. Lee ays that the enemy
made no advance from their position at Hatcher's Run yes
terday ; his skirmishers, however, were pushed forward
against some points of our lines but made no attack.

FROM PETERSBURG.
Pstkbsbubo, Vam Feb. 8th, 1865. .'

No figbtin- - occurred to-da- and quiet once mere reign-
ed. The ctemy Btill maintains bis position at Hatcher's
Run, aad his Ikes Lave thereby been extended but not ad
vanced.

Gen . rJotrel was wennded in the Jungs, but it is not con-

sidered mortal. Col. Hcu-ton- , of Yirg:nia, was killed ia
the fight on Monday. .

Our loss will not reach five hundred. Tha enemy's loss
is estimated at treble that number. The dead have all been
buried and the wcut.ded brought from the. field.

The oaemy are erecting observatories ou our right.
The heavy cannonading yesterday afternoon waa caused

by cur artillery shelling the enenny'a lines. Both sides
were engaged to day in strengthening their new lines. .

THE TANKSE MOVE ON BRiNCHVIU.E.
Cfi ABLE bton, Feb. 8th, 1866.

A dispatch from Gen. Wheeler, dated Holme's Bridge,
Feb. Tth, 8.20, sajs : My pickets near Blackville thia morn
ing were charged by three brigades of cavalry, which
drove them bejoiid "the village. Dibbrell's Tennessee
brigade being in that vioinity vjmet &Ld charged the enemy,
driving them back into the village.

A dispatch from Branchville thia morning says that the
enemy have made their appearance biong the South Caro-
lina Bailroad beyond the- - Kdisto. They burned a hou-- e

within one mile and a half cf the railroad bridge ah ot
Be veil o'clock yesterday evening. Our-troo- ps were with-
drawn to this side of the rai'road bcidge, and the bridge
burned.

Uen. Winder died suddenly on Monday Lvcning of apo- -

plex.
CONFEDERATE CONGRESS.

Richmond, Feb. 9th, 18i5.
The Senate adjourned to-da- y immediately after the jour

nal was read.
In the House the Senate bill authorising the appoint

ment of a Commissary General, with the rank of, Brigadier
General, waa passed. During the consideration of the bill,
Mr. Baldwin remarked that aa chairman of tho committee
recently engaged in searching investigations, he and the
whole committee arrived at the conclusion that the pre-Be- at

Commissary General Lad conducted the business of
his effioe with a degree of system, energy and forecast ex-

hibited by few officers of the government.
Mr. Miles laid that if Mr. Northrop eonld not oommand

Bueoesi, which waa an indispensable qualification at thia
time, ho should give way to some more fortunate person.

The tax biH waa further considered. Pending a motion
to strike out one hundred percent, additional to the pre-
sent tax, a substitute of one per cent, was rejected by a
huge majority.

WAB MEETING IN RICHMOND.
Richmond, Feb. 9th, 1865. .

A great war meetisg was held at the African Church to
day. The building was crowded an hour before the time
fixed for tho meeting, and thonsaada were osa.ble to gala
admittance. Tho assemblage was addressed la attiring
speeches by Senator Hunter, Sheffey, speakcx of the Houee
of Belegates, Seoratary Benjamin, aad Gilmer of North
Carolina, and then adjourned until seven o'olook.

An imprompter meeting was held at two o'clock, in tho
hall of the House cf Delegates, and Cj addressed by
Goode, FunBtera aad Baldwin of the Yirginla delegation in

Congress. -- The dtportment of the people.indicated their
full acceptance of the continuation of the war forced upon
them by the refusal of Lincoln to negotiate for peaoe'.

The follow ing resolutions were submitted by Mr. Sbsf-fe- y,

aad heartily applauded :

Itesolved, That events which have occurred during th
progress ot the war have but confirmed oar original deter
mination to strike for onr independence, and that with the
blessing ot God we will never lay down our arms until it
shall have boon woo.

Essolxcd, secondly, That as was believe our retcuroea
iftfioZest for the purpose, we 0 sot deabt hilt that we

As a general rule our negroes prove faithful, and will
probably continue to do bo, bo long as the enemy puts
them in the army and we do not, Iu this difierenoe we
have our main guarantee for their fidelity. Remove
this guarantee and what other have we ?

We may eay we may tcl yea, we njay know that
we are truer irieuda of the colored race than the ene-

my, bet that knowledge or belief on oar part is not all
that is needed. The colored raee must share that im-pres- aioa

mast be led to feel that this is' their country,
and that they have an in'ereat in fighting for it. Can
we feel any assurance of this. Wo offer them fre ed oi

afttv the war as the reward of their services i a the
wai? The enemy offers it wmediatily to all. In any

case the boon ij a doubtful one, but by ofleriog it as a
reward ad inducement for bervice wo virtually ad-

mit that it is a boon, and the negroes will be led to so

consider it. Will they be disposed to take it from u8

as a contingency after the war, or from the Yankees at
once? It is true, once in the handa of the enemy, they

will find what sort of freedom they wilfget from thtm,
but then, it will be too late.

It is true that with freedom, we may Offer tLe negro

the privilcdge of a continued residence iu the country
and"-p- on the soil" ol Lis birth, with the climate thv
suits bis' temperament and constitution, but will not the

Yanktea promise the same and more by way of an off-

set to any indujementsw6 may hold out to secure the

fidelity of the negro? It will cost the Yankee govern

meat nothing to promise lands aud other conidcuted
property of Southern people; and it is probable that the

negroes will be fools enough to btlieve them.

Desertions are now the bane of our armies and
threaten to work the ruin of our country. Deserters
are not simply guilty of Bins of omission by being ab-

sent from the ranks that defend the country,- - but they

are almost utways guilty of sins of commission in pre-

venting cultivation and committing acts of robbery and

destruction, and men cannot be spared to repress tbeso

outrages and compel the return of these men to their
commands. How much Will the listi)f desertions be

swelled if two hundred thousand itluetant negroes are
to be armed and placed iu the ranks to contribute their
quota ? Is it not to be feared that evory ewamp will

be a lair a lurking place of deserters of every hue ?

What safety will there be for property ? what chance
for cultivation when the most able bodied laborers are
taken away from the ranks of the producers to whom

they will be liable to become a terror.
We do not include in our calculation the mere ques-

tion of property as property. Where the lives of the
beat and bravest are daily and hourly exposed," do

net eee what extra sanctity can hedge iu any mere ques-

tion of property. The question takes in simply th
practicability .of the scheme the probability .of its
euccees, and the consequences likely to How from or to
accompany it. We confess that there may be consid.

erations that we have overlooked, or we may have at-

tached undjw "weight to the unfavorable aspects of "the

question, but however that may be, candor compejs us
to Bay that our reflections hava not as yet had. the ef-

fect of commending the measure to our judgment.
The more we look at the thiDg, the more strongly does

our mind revert to its first conclusion. The fidelity bj i

the negro is secured to as by not putting him in the
army, while the enemy does. The carrying out of tne
measure of arming our negroes would, we-- fear, result
in a speedy crop of deserters of the most dangerous
class.

We know that others whose opinions carry much

weight, entertain difisreat views, and we submit the L

cousiderations above c flared with all due humility.
They may be mistaken, still they are our views not
the result of prejudice, bat of reflection, and arc given
for what they may ba worth.

Wa do not think thtt even the fact that Shermanf
or some of his forces has reached the South Carolina
Kailroad necessarily implies a stoppage of communica-

tion between the Carolinas and the Jbouth West. It is
true there will be a short gap, but not aa long as most
people imagine, and the new route will be an inferior
and much safer route than the present, cot dependent
even upon the possession by as of the city of Augusta,
although of cearse tl at would be important from other
considerations.

We used not indicate this route, although indeed we

cannot suppose that by doing so we would be giving
any information to the enemy. An inspection of the
railroad map will show two points in upper Geor-

gia and upper South Carolina where branches
one from the Georgia Road and the other from the
South Carolina Railroad approach each other much
more nearly than the Railroad systems of the two
States approach each other at Columbia and Auguata.
The distance from Columbia to Augusta is probably
about seventy-fiv- e miles. The distanoe between the
points referred to would not probably be much more

than half that length. Of course, with moveable

columns and an enterprising and powerful enemy like

Sherman, no line is neo3saariIy safe because of its loca-

tion, but the lino of which we have been speaking is
about as safe as any line can be, and as capable of de-

fence.- With an efficient wagon train the transporta-

tion on the short gap could be maintained quite as ef-

fectually as it is over the unfortunate Fiedmont Road
in this State.

But without a sufficient force of determined men, it
is next to useless to talk about holding any line or any
point.- - If this force can be mustered and rallied to the
repulse of Sherman and the checking of his oareer, it
will do very much towards encouraging the people ev-

erywhere throughout the Confederacy nor will ifs

effect be lees marked or less valuable at the North.
It will dispel the vain delations of conquest and sub-

jugation, .under which the people there so generally
labor.

Johnson. Commox School Arithmktic. Raleigh,

N. C, Bai.ysOM P. Fa --bar. 16C4.
Thia book is designed for beginners, embracing the

first principles cf the science. It has 154 small octavo

pages, fairly got up and firmly bound, and is sold at

34 50. It seems to us well calculated to answer the

parpese for which it is designed.

Nii-u- kr Lincoln nor Seward would consent to nego-

tiate, but we feel pretty certain that "they offered to
treat, for both of them like a little old rye.

It seems to ns that the weather last night was qqite
cold. Don't know when we felt it colder. Fire did

not seem to have any power to heat a room.

General Lee's army is to be paid off aa soon aa the
money for that purpose can be distributed.

Tha Richmond Enquirer of Monday, the 6th ioat,
has the following item :

Foreign Recognition,
We learn that the evening edition of the Baltimore

1 merlo-n- " of Friday was received ia this oity o yester-
day, which stateB that the Federal Goveroment &a been
notified that ite existence will only be reoogniaed, after
the 4th of March, as fax aa its actual civil authority ez-tead- e,

and that the separate natioaality of the Coafidtff
etfttn wlU he rnogofa4 apea (he etat yrlaclplc.

SENATE.
Moh-a- t, Feb. 6, 1866. .

A bill to ameaa the charter of the Piedmont Baitroad
(o aa to caase an exteagioa of the gnage of said road to a
width of fire feet, to correspond wit. that of the Biea-mon- d

and Danville Bailroad) btiag .before the-- Senate, Mr.
Hall movod to am ead bj requiring the Piedmont Bailroad,
CoBsrany to restore the present-- guaze within aix zeo-t- ha

af er the termination of the war, nader penalty of a for-
feiture of their charter, which amendment waa adopted,
acd the rales being impended by a vo e of yeaa SI, naya
11, the bill, as amended, was pnt upon ita second and thjrd
readings and pawed the aame.

Billa to I he publia offices in the oapltol, and
to incorporate the B it Fatla Toll Bridge ompany, and res-
olutions in favor of 'he Old Dominion Traditg Cou?anv,
aid the 8tate Comcaktaioners to Biehmond were passed.

The salary and fees bill waa takes up and discnaaed,
and pendlEg an announcement of the aoiioa of the Honae
on Senate amendments thereto, tho Senate adj mrned to 3
P.M.

AFTERNOON SK8S10N.
The consideration or the unfinished but-riie- being the

bill to actl-Orit- e the removal of UUte troops beyond the
limits ef the State in certain contingencies was resumed,
and - "

Mr Dick proceeded to addrem the Senate in continua-
tion of bia remarks ou Saturday last on that subject,, defi-
ning h i present position ia reference. to the puettion of
affairs. lie waa, he wuujd eay. emphatioally a peaao man.
he spoke f r peace, he voted fcr peaoe. ha ac'.ed at all
times for the liberties ef the people. The Senator from
Columbus (Mr- - Elli) was for war, speaking, voting, Meting;
and to act for ar. Contiuuing his remark at aooic iblgth,
Mr. D. oU'ed by sayiiifc he reared tho beuto or aortb Ca
rulina would not meet again, for if meeting, be bat a frag
niontary assemblage of the one great commonwealth.

Mr. Hall said he cared rothtng for the bill. There was
no Home Guard to be effected by it they -- ad a1! been ex
erupted by the UeserarAasembly, and in ad the 8tate east
of the Blue Bidge the Atija'ant General eould only gather
together aoeot nine Hundred men. f or nimseir ha was an
original secessionist, he believed himself right then, he be-
lieved himself right sow. (Applaate.) We were not con-
quered vet. Bpiin had doBe more tjian we. Prussia had
eadved every extremity, asd should toe yield to the ad-
versity fify had so unflinchingly and successfully opposed ?

On thia question of what they would do, he wished the
sentiment of the Bcn.U of JSorth Carolina. To obt&iu
that sentiment, he would offer some resolutljntthoDgh he
had but small hopes ol their n oeting acceptance, aud here-
with he read resolutions, iu eubBtance.'callii g on the Mil-
itary Committee to perfect and report measures to author-
ize the sending of the Hoibu Guards bejoud tbetitate, it
nectiSBary, to repeal Honia ouatd exemptions, to consoli-
date the Militia and Home Guards, to reduce Eupernumera-r- y

officers, to organize theeo troops as Htate foices and put
them in camps or instruction, and to otter tho Govern-
ment 2Q,CO0 negroes, tc be employed iu any manner it may
deem beet. ,

Mr. Odom hoptd tha bill would pasj. He was in fuvour
of continuing tho struggle and would send the Home
Guards to the moon if their presence there could suberve
the public defence. - To surrender now waa destruction.

Mr. Pool moved to postpone tLe further ooubideratioo of
the till. Not agreed to, yeaa 17, nayB 25.

Mr. Areadell moved to lay-- it oj tho table. Not agreed to
yeas 17, nays 25.

Mr. Arondell moved to poatpoue the further considera-
tion till the third Thursday ia May next. Not agreed to
yoas 17, nays 25.

Mr. Wiustead moved the Hod ate adjourn till w

morning, at 7 o'clock. Nut agreed to yeas 11, naya
18.

Mr. Warren moved to insert " twenty five " in pi jco of
" thirty,1' and then moved to lay the whole subjaot o i the
tablb. Not e greed to, yeas 27, nays 25.

Mr. Wiustead moved to adjourn till to night at4 'olock.
Not agreed to, seas H, na)s 17.

b r. iHs said a vote might be had if tho oppoucuts of
the bill would extend to the fiiends thereof tho Bame cour-
tesy that had been shown them in postponing the consid-
eration of the matter of their accommodation.

Mr. Pool proceeded to dhicnsa the bill, arguing against
ita adoption at some length.

Mr. Hall said he knew the position of tho Benat but he
wished tho country to know it. The minority h-- d it In
their power to make the majority succumb, but they would
not suocumb tiil they had shown that whou a measure
tbat might assist tho cause came up tor action, that minor-
ity had prevented its adoption. XL is bill might not be
worth much in itself, but it waa a straw that would show
the way (he wind blew, and let all know North Carolina
would strike one honest blow bofora eho tell, if fa 11 ale
ninst.

Mr. Warren argued His Exoellendy the Governor, had no
right to carry :ho Miiitia. beyond th Btate, recapitnlating
the p&Bitions taken by hiat in a speech of some days
sinoe. . - . .

At the coto'osion of Mr. Warren's remarks the Sonato,
at 6 o 'block, tek a recess to 7 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Er. Blair introduoed a resolution proposing to Bend a

message to the Senate, asking the concurrence of that
body in the removal of the seal of secrecy from late Legis-
lative proceedings, and to request the btate Commission-er- a

to prepare a report of their late mission to Biehmond
for publioation in the newspapers of the State, whioh tioa

was aubseqaently withdrawn.
Mr. Dargan introduced a resolution ia tavor of Messrs.

Hall, Person, Pool and Carter, which, under a suspension
of the rules, passed its several readings. (Provides for re-
imbursing expenses incurred in their late embassy to Rloh-mea- d.

Mr. Carter introduced a resolution proposing a message
be seat the Senate, asking the concurrence of that body
in a rescinding of the joint order of adjournment, so ae to
provide for th e of the Legislature on the
last Wednesday ia March next. In support of this resolu-
tion Mr. C. proceeded to Bay that two questions ot thedaj

the result ot the commission to Washington and tho
movements of Sherman in the South imperatively, de-
manded the presence and consideration of the General As-
sembly. Not to remain in session for the purpose of so
considering those matters would be, to be false to every
requirement of duty.

Mr. Dargan moved the resolution be . laid on tho table,
and it was tabled b yeas 54, nays 35.

Mr. Cowles introduced, a resolution requesting Hfa Ex-
cellency, the Governor to procure the return to their own-
ers of certain slaves held to labor ou the fortifications at
Wilmington, tho of iserviee stipulated for having ex-
pired several months ago. Agceed to.

Mr. Carter, on leave of the House, introduced a resolu-
tion to rescind bo rauoh of the joint order of adjournment
aa appoint Tuesday, February 7th, 1865, a day of adjourn-
ing the present session. Not agreed to, yeaa28, nays 63.

The bill to amend the Home Guard act being then under
consideration.

Mr. Phillips moved to amOfd by exempting frczn Home
Guard dtrty the municipal authorities of all incorporated
towns in the i'tate. Not agreed to, yeas 13, nays 98.

Mr. Gudger moved to amend by providing tnat eq one
shall be exempted from Home Guard duty in his own coun-
ty. Agreed to, yeas 62, nays 35.

The Bill was then discussed, varioly amended and pass-- ,

ed ita final reading..
Mr. Person introduoed the following:
Whebxas, antLeutic intelligence has been received from

Biehmond that our Commissioners, Messrs. Stephens,
Campbell, and Hunter have returned from Fortress Mon-
roe, after having held a conferonoe with Mesara, Lincoln
and Seward ; and

Whsikas, it appears that the only terms of peace which
have been ottered by cmr enemies are that the Htatcs and
peop'e of this Confederacy shall make an unconditional
submission tathe Couoiitution aJ Laa ot the Uu.tod
Spates, and

Whskua, thiB ofldr was accompanied by an announce-
ment that the question of el y?ry had already been dis-
posed of by amendments to the Constitution just passed in
the Federal Congress by which Blavery has been abolished,
therefore,

Xeeolved, That the acceptance of such ofler is tanta-.mou- nt

to Bubjugttidn ; that these terms are incompatible
with the dignity, honour, and safety of our people, and
tkat there ia left but one alternative to us and that is to
maintain the conflict with the invader till our independ-
ence ia secured; and that all the energies of Government
aad people ouht to be put in force in' order to make our.
defence Bncceesful.

Messrs. Pnil'ipB aad Henry deprecated hasty action in
this matter and proposed waning till the iepor of the Com-missiooe- tB

should have Bottled the authenticity of thia tele-graphi- o

inform.rtion.
Mr. Griasom moved the preambles and resolution be re-

ferred to the Committee on Confederate Relation, but
pending any action on the motion, the Mouse adjourned
till 3 p. m.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
The bill to declare contracts hereafter made, during the

continuance of the .war, unlesa otherwise expressed, pay
able in currenoy, passed ita third reading, yeas 56, naya

A number of engrossed bills and resolutions were re
ceived from the Senate, and, on motion of Mr. Dargan, the
House adjourned tin 7 a. m.,

The Shnatb Votb. Tb Senate having removed
secrecy from its journal, we now cive the vote of Sea--
ators on the important bill creating a Ueceral-m-chie- f

and the joint resolution for the reinstatement of (iener
al Joseph E. Johnston : .

Ajes Messrs, Baker, Brown, Burnett, Caper ton. Dortch,
Garland, Graeana, Haynes, Henry, Hnnter, Waldo P. John-
ston, Maxwell, Oldham, Semmes, Bmims, Sparrow, Vest,
Walker, WatBon, Wigfall !.

Noes Messrs. Barnwsll and Hfll 2.

Tote onthe resolution requesting the President to
reinstate General Johnston :

Ayes Messrs. Brown, Burnett, Caperton, Dortch, Gar-
land, Graham, Haynes, Benry, Hunter, Waldo P. John-
ston, Oldham, Sinuas, Yost, Walker, Watson, Wigfall
18.

Sees Messrs. Barnwell, Hill, Maxwell, Sparrow,
Semmes 6.

What arc you going to give me for a Christmas pre
sent," asked a gay damsel of her lover. "I.have nothing
to give bat my --amble seir," waa the reply. "The small-e- at

lavors gratefully received," was the merry response
of the lady.

PORTKR'9 REPORT OF TUB KVACUATlON OP
CASWKLL AMD OXIIRR WpRKS NKAIi WIL-MISttT- Otf.

Admiral Porter, in his usual style not a very dig-
nified one Bends the "Washington Naval Department
aa account of the evacuation of the forts on Cape Pear
River after the fall of Fort Fisher." There were, ac-
cording to his account, eighty-thre- e guns found in them.
In his report he says :
We have found here, in each fort, an Armstrong gun,

with the "broad arrow" on it, and thonae "Sir Wil-
liam Armstrong" marked in full ou the trunions. Aa
the British Government claims the exclusive right to
use these guns, it woeld be interesting to know how
they came into forts held by the Southern rebels. I find
that immense quantities of provisions, stores and cloth-
ing have come through this port into rebeldom. I am
almost afraid to mention the amount, but it is enough
to supply over sixty thousand men. It is all English,
and they have received the last cargo ; no more will
ever come this way.

We picked up a telegram from General Leo to his
subordinates here, saying ibat if Forts Fisher and Cas-
well were not held he would have to evacuate Rich-
mond. Be says moat truly, and I should not be at all
surprised if he left it at any moment.

We have plenty of force Jto hold thia piaoe against
the whole Southern Confederacy. I have two hundred
and fifty guns bearing on the narrow strip of land
where our troapa are heavily intrenched. There are
vessels in the river and outside, and we only hope they
will attempt to retake it.

Ten thousand men in Fort Fisher, with the guns oi
the squadron, would hold this place a long time.

We find this a better place to oatch blockade run-
ners than outside. I had the blockade runners1 light
out last night, and was obliging enough to answer"their
signals, whether rigf.t or wrong we do not know. Two
of tbernj the Stagg and. Charlotte, from Bermuda, load-
ed with'arms, blankets, shces, etc., came in and quiet-
ly anchored near the Malvern, and were taken pos-
session of.--

The Stagg waa commanded by Rich'd II. Gayle, a
Lieutenant ia the rebel navy, and belonging to the re-

bel Government. A number more are expected, and
we will, I hope, catch a portion of them. I entrusted
this doiy to Lieutenant Cushing, who performed it
with his usual good luck and Intelligence. These two
are very fast vessels and valuable prizes. They threw
a portion of their papers overboard immediately on
finding they were trapped.

" I enclcae a list of guns captured by the navy sfcee
the surrender of Fort Fisher, and the names of the dif-
ferent works. This number, added to those taken
around Fisber, makes one hundred and sixty eight a
guna in all, sost of them heavy ones, tbat have been1

taken.
I enclose a few papers that may be interesting. The

Charlotte brings five English passengers one of them
an English army officer. They all came over, as they
expressed it, "on a lark," and were making themselves
spite 'f jolly" in the cabin, over their champagne, fe-

licitating themselves on their arrival. The Stag re-

ceived three shots in her as she ran by our blockading
squadron.

"

.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed) . . DAVID D. PORTER,
Iear Admiral.

From the Mobile Register.
The DliSMter In Tennessee.

'A letter has been shown ns from a gentleman holding
a position in the Army of Tennessee which enables him
to "speak the card," which letter corroborates, in the
mIn nnnit thfl rmrnrvinc annnhnt nf thfl nn of the
Tennessee disaster. We cosy such portions as'. relate i

to. this subject :

"We shall never have again so good an opportunity
to redeem tbat fairest portion of the Confederacy ; and
it was causelessly and cowardly thrown away. The.
enemy had retreated rapidly before us after we crossed
the river, until they reached Columbia, where they
seemed disposed to njake a stand on the north side of
Duck river.

"Gen. Hood crossed about five miles above Colum-
bia with two corps, leaving Lee's in front of the enemy,
and had, by a rapid march, got almost in their rear, at
Spring HUI, before they discovered his movement.
They then commenced a precipitate flight, and the head
ot their trains was. passing, when we came in Bight of
Spring Jlill, about t o'clock i m. General Cheatham,
in advanee, was ordered to attack immediately, as was
Stewart when he came up. Both, however, from vari-
ous frivolous excuses, failed to do so, and lay within
half a mile of a road and allowed a Yankee army and
its train to pass unmolested all night !

"The next day was fought the bloody battle of Frank-
lin, where we tried to drive the Yankees from a posi-tior- raa

strong as the one they .had at Gettysburg. It
waa a terrible and senseless loss of life, for they would
have eyacuted the place anyhow. But the grand finale

waa the scene before Nashville, and a more disgraceful
one I never beheld. We had a very strong line, heavily
intrenched, and the men perfectly secure behind their
breastworks. The enemy had made four or five assaults
during the day, and had been, easily repulsed all along
the line, when, at about half past 3 P. M., tbey made
an attack upon our left center, held by Bate's divis-

ion. Without waiting fjr the assault, and offering but
the slightest resistance, this division, bad already dis-

graced itself a few days before, at Murfreesboro, was
seiaed with a causeless panic, which soon communica-

ted itself to the whole line, and in ten minutes the ar-

my was one wild mass of fugutives.
- Could the enemy but have known our condition and

pursued vigorously ,'iot one of us weuld have escaped,
for there waa not even an organized regiment for
twenty-foa- r fcoarB afterwards to offer resistance. I am

heartily sick and disgusted with thif army ; not tbat
the material, is not good enough, but of all misera-

ble, inefficient, good-for-nothi- ng officers the world ever

ar iho mjr,ft tire rh?ht heraB If there is not a
ww o

reorganizrtion, from lieutenant up to corps comman
dcrs, nothing nted ba expected from it.

Nassau Niws, Wrecks. The Federal cruise-Sa- n

Jacinto got ashore at No Name Cay, Abaco, ou

the night of the 31st December, and was totally wreck-

ed. The crew were all taken off by the wreckers and
safely landed at Green Turtle Cay.

On the same night and at the same place the brigan-tin- e

Frincera Royal, from Bermuda, bcund to this
port, was also wrecked. The vessel is totally lost
Fart of the cargo, it ia hoped, will be saved by the
wreokErs..

Natal. II. M, 20 gin screw corvette Wolverine,
(Captain Algernon T. R. de iloreey,) from Halifax
with special diepatchea, arrived in port on the 3rd
January. She left the afternoon of the next day for
Vera Cruz. .

AngthiR' Violation of cur NKDiRALiir Laws.
We are informed on unquestionable authority tbatJ

the steam ship Syren has been chased into the Booby
Rocks by a Federal' gunboat. Why our commerce ia

to be intercepted by Federal cruisers being allowed to
lay at anchor afc our Cays ia a question that it ia time
were answered by our Government.

Bafmma httdd, itk anuary.


